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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM CATRIONA BLAKE 

1. What is your view of the Bill’s approach to achieving equality by making civil 
partnerships available to different sex couples, rather than closing future 
civil partnerships to all couples? 

 
I am totally in favour of making civil partnerships available to different sex couples and 
I am totally against closing future civil partnerships to all couples. 

2. What will the impact of the Bill and its provisions be on you, your community 
or your organisation? Give consideration as to whether there is any impact 
on human rights or equality issues for any particular groups of people.  

I am responding from a purely personal viewpoint. I have been in a same sex 
relationship for over 30 years. My partner and I have many times considered becoming 
civil partners and we may yet go ahead! We would never consider getting married, 
although I fully support the extension of marriage to same sex partners – many of our 
same sex couple friends are married. The reason we would never get married is 
because of the long historical association of marriage with inequality between the 
sexes. I appreciate that times have very much changed but I am conscious that it was 
only about 30 years ago that rape in marriage became illegal. In contrast, civil 
partnerships have always very clearly been between two equal parties. So, if civil 
partnerships were closed, we would be significantly impacted as there would be no 
way that our relationship could be recognised other than through marriage, which we 
don’t want. 

3. The Bill will make consequential changes to existing legislation to carry 
through the effect of the main change. Do you have any comment to make 
on these changes?  

No. 
 
4. Is there anything else about civil partnerships that should be included in (or 

excluded from) the Bill? If so, what changes would you like to see and why? 
Please explain your reasons.  

No. 
 

5. Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you 
as an individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting 
information. 

No. 


